Laptop Led Foot….

When it comes to a PC, consider 4 things:
Operating system.  The standard Windows version these days is Vista.  I prefer XP, but Vista is stable.  Just remember that Vista requires more RAM and more hard drive space - but any PC sold with Vista will have enough of both.  XP needs about 0.5 Gb RAM to run, and Vista needs about 1 Gb RAM to run.  Everyone I know who has a Mac loves it - but I have no personal experience.  You can run any Windows program on a Mac, and everyone says it runs faster.  
Processor:  
WizeTrade 4X (also known as 4XME) taxes your processor.  If you run 4XME, I recommend at least a processor that gives you a clock speed of 1.5 GHz.  Essentially any PC that can run Vista can run 4XME.  I will tell you that 4XME has some sort of bugaboo in it, and the longer you run it the more processor it takes.  It's been that way ever since I started using it back in 2004.  Moral of the story, the bigger the better for 4XME.  On my hotrod desktop, 4XME will consume between 0% and 9% of my processor (CPU) at any given time.  On my old HP with a 1.2 GHz processor, sometimes that number was in excess of 40%.  Needless to say, I couldn't run anything else when that was going on.  
If you run AccuCharts, the CTT's, or Heatmap - it does not matter.  They consume virtually none of your processor.  
RAM:
If the processor is the engine, RAM is the fuel for your engine.  As was mentioned on this board in a previous post - get all the RAM you can.  It is cheap, and you will not be sorry.  The more RAM, the more programs you can run at the same time on your PC.  Each program takes some RAM.  Again, 4XME uses more than AccuCharts or CTT's.  
Video Card:
An overlooked component in many PC's is the video card.  The more memory your video card has, the less memory is required from your RAM to run your monitors.  A good video card gives you crisp and clean images, charts that are instant, etc.  
In my opinion, those are the 3 things that count - Processor, RAM, and Video Card.  Other than that, details do make a difference and I can talk about them until everyone on this board is sick of it.  But, if you get those 3 things right you'll be OK.  
If you were to buy a PC today, I would recommend specifications just like on my Dell laptop.  You'll be pleased and you'll have a machine you can use for 5 years.   
Joel Beal
Joel, you got the most PC for your money and that will serve you well, thanks for sharing.....
I have been researching Laptops this year for purchase,  soon as I find just the right one. As usual it pays to do the homework.....
These specs are the best  I have found so far. I like the speed and space this company puts in their Laptops. I also like the fact this is an American company that builds their computers with the same quality and efficiency the Japanese are known for, at a lower price.   RAM allocations are bundled two ways, 1.  a separate cache for the internal bus or  the internal supervisor that acts as a traffic cop  directing the interrupts or I O operations, leaving the whole allocation of RAM to run programs etc. allowing for best laptop efficiency. On the other hand, RAM can  lump both internal and external  RAM allocations into one.  But  Asus builds their laptops using  efficient technology. 
Was in Best Buy today and they had an Asus there to touch and feel. Of course I can really fast talk with their computer geeks cause that is my field  (like Lindsay talks about scalping),   and learned that MS is coming out with a new VS. of windows vista OS soon as it is out of beta testing, within the next six months.  When I asked about Asus they gave me the low down saying Asus started out as a computer parts co. providing parts to geeks that build their own computers,  but  started building their own computers three years ago, and come up with very good ratings.  
I am not one to try new products when it comes to a PC, cause that is my lively hood, but unless I come up with a better idea, just may give Asus a try when the new release of Windows is out.   Computers only stay around my house for two to three years tops before I donate the oldest to a Denver company that refurbishes them for kids that do not have computers, so that is how I justify a new computer every other year. 
These are the specs that will provide all I ever needed or wanted in a computer for the time being.
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	ASUS L50VN-C1 Notebook - L50VN-C1 
Intel Core 2 Duo T9400 (2.53GHz) 15.4" WSXGA+ (1680x1050) Display, 4GB DDR2 Memory, 500GB Hard Drive, Blu-Ray Disc Drive + TV Tuner Card + Remote Control, NVIDIA GeForce 9650M GT 1GB (1024MB) Graphics Card,Windows Vista Home Premium 
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Anyway just thought I would share my laptop shopping experience with y'all incase anyone else is just looking.....
 

Jeannette Watson from Colorado 
 

http://blackcrest.com/BigLights_docs.html
